
ITALIAN LANGUAGE COURSES

ELEMENTARY ITALIAN - 3RD SESSION

ELEMENTARY ITALIAN - 2ND SESSION

ITALIAN 102-3

ITALIAN 133/134-3

ITALIAN 101-2

ITALIAN 101-3

MTWF 12-12:50P  (POZZI-PAVAN)
MTWF 1-1:50P  (SIMPSON)
MTWF 2-2:50P  (SIMPSON)

INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN

MTWF 2-2:50P  (POZZI-PAVAN)
MTWF 3-3:50P  (POZZI-PAVAN)

INTENSIVE INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN

MTWF 11:00A-12:50P  (VISCONTI)

MTWF 10-10:50A  (VISCONTI)
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Starting from Sillabari by Goffredo Parise, students will read, discuss, and expand on themes 
like friendship, otherness, beauty, youth, happiness, boredom, and solitude. They will develop 
oral proficiency by improving their command of grammar and vocabulary; they will build 
confidence in speaking through interpersonal and presentational activities. While strengthening 
their analytical and critical skills, students will reflect on themselves, collaborate on the 
selection of auxiliary course material, and produce their own sillabario.

CONVERSATION IN ITALIAN
ITALIAN 207:
MW 2:00-3:20P PROFESSOR MORGAVI
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TAUGHT 
IN

ENGLISH

The unification of Italy in the latter half of the nineteenth century has brought with it the 
unresolved ‘Southern Question’, that is the notion that a fundamental difference exists between 
the North and the South of Italy. This difference is mapped onto a series of binary oppositions
 between European/non-European; civilized/primitive; backward/progressive, industrial/agrar-
ian and so on. Recent scholarship on the Southern Question, however, has taken issue with the 
master narrative of development that underlies such oppositions and criticized its politics of 
representation. Drawing on Marx, Gramsci, Foucault, and postcolonial theory, such scholarship 
has located Southern Italy within a larger global South, while also raising issues of representa-
tion and popular culture. The course will thus look at: recent writings about the history of unifi-
cation; Mediterranean culture as space of flows and contaminations affecting food, music, etc.; 
popular fictions about organized crime (for example the TV series Gomorrah and Montalbano); 
popular music (the new Neapolitan wave or the Afro sound of Naples; the neo-melodic genre; 
Sicilian and Pugliese Reggae); social movements (the revolts around the rubbish crisis; policing 
the underclass; migration and de-industrialization;)

INTRODUCTION TO MARXISM AND 
POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES

ITALIAN 250:
TTH 11:00-12:20PM PROFESSOR TERRANOVA
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TAUGHT 
IN

ENGLISH

The Italian Marxist tradition of Autonomia is probably the most influential branch of 
contemporary Marxism when it comes to new media theory – and more specifically when 
discussing processes of digitization, computerization, and networking. By engaging Marx’s 
notion of the ‘general intellect’, Italian authors have linked such processes to the rise first of 
post-Fordism and later cognitive capitalism and financialization. Digital media and computer 
networks have been used as cases or examples of the transformations of capitalism in the 
age of immaterial labor and bio-political production. Drawing the writings of Antonio Negri,
Silvia Federici, Maurizio Lazzarato, and Christian Marazzi (among others), the course will ask 
what kind of perspective on contemporary digital media networks is enabled by Italian 
Autonomist Marxism.

NEW MEDIA AND 
MARXIST THOUGHT

ITALIAN 350:
TTH 3:30-4:50PM PROFESSOR TERRANOVA
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TAUGHT 
IN

ENGLISH

In 2016, Time magazine included the Italian novelist who works under the pseudonym “Elena Ferrante” on its list of 
the year’s hundred most influential people. How did this happen? To answer this question, we will explore some of 
the most celebrated novels of this mysterious writer, who is beloved not only in Italy but also in the US and around 
the world. Critics in The New York Times, The New Yorker, N+1, The London Review of Books, and numerous other 
publications have given ecstatic reviews to her writings, typically describing their effect as “mesmerizing,” 
“stunning,” and “brutally honest.” Indeed, Ferrante’s fearless, cliché-annihilating explorations of friendship, 
loneliness, troubling loves, sexuality, violence, and maternity suggest a creative and disruptive refashioning of 
traditional feminist concerns on an epic scale. We begin our consideration of her work with The Days of 
Abandonment, which revises the trope of the abandoned woman in new and startling ways. The genealogy of this 
trope will be a key topic, starting with the mythical story of Dido’s abandonment by Aeneas and encompassing 
modern examples such as de Beauvoir’s The Woman Destroyed as well as the contemporary film adaptation of 
Ferrante’s novel itself. We will then read The Lost Daughter, the novelist’s sophisticated and uncanny investigation 
of the agonized ambivalence of motherhood. Finally, the course concludes with My Brilliant Friend, the first volume 
of her bestselling series of Neapolitan novels. In particular, we will focus on how this text redefines the contested 
territory of women’s friendship and completely overturns the pop-culture conventions of narrative paradigms 
such as Sex and the City. Throughout, we will address Ferrante’s decision to keep her true identity secret, thus 
setting in motion the media’s frenzy to unmask her.

READING ELENA FERRANTE: THE REINVENTION 
OF FRIENDSHIP, LOVE, AND MOTHERHOOD

ITALIAN 370:
TTH 12:30-1:50P PROFESSOR RICCIARDI
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